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             Much Will Be Required 
    Pastor’s Message 

The strength of a political system 
depends upon the full and willing 
participation of its citizens. The 

church should continually exert a 
strong ethical influence upon the 

state, supporting policies and 
programs deemed to be just and 
opposing policies and programs 
that are unjust . . . Separation of 

church and state means no 
organic union of the two, but it 

does permit interaction.” 

The Book of Disciple of The United 
Methodist Church, 2012 

Prince Metternich (1773-1859), 
perhaps the most influential 
diplomat in 19th century 
Europe, famously said, “When 
France sneezes, Europe catches 
a cold.” The quip was an 
entertaining way of describing 
France’s cultural primacy in 
everything from cuisine to 
fashion to architecture to 
military organization. 
Everything was measured 
against the standard set by 
France.  

Napoleon Bonaparte’s French 
Empire would never have dared 
dream in terms of the primacy 
the United States now holds 
over the planet. On the Belgian 
national railway system last 
month, I was invited to 

 

purchase my tickets with Apple 
Pay. In Britain, a group of 
people can be addressed as 
“guys”, something 
unimaginable 30 years ago; 
“Are you guys ready to go?” It is 
a forlorn act of defiance to 
attempt a day in Europe 
without resorting to American 
finance, business, or even lingo. 

We are not only the largest 
economy in the world, but 
Professor Paul Kennedy at the 
London School of Economics 
calculated that the United 
States spends more each year 
on defense than the next nine 
largest national defense 
budgets combined. Indeed, 
America is responsible for 
about 40% of the world’s 
military spending. Most of the 
next nine are our closest allies. 
It is not surprising then that my 
sisters in England, friends in 
Europe and the Caribbean want 
to know how we are voting this 
election because the way we 
vote has every probability of 
making a bigger impact on 
their lives than the votes they 
cast for their own governments. 
I do not think it melodramatic 
to say that we are voting for the 
world on November 4th. 

 
 

As I wonder about our civic 
responsibility at election time, I 
am reminded of the words of the 
philosopher, John Dewey, “What 
would you think of a United 
States Senator who right before a 
big vote called his personal 
broker and asked how this vote 
would affect his personal 
portfolio, and then voted 
accordingly?” What would the 
morals of that senator be? Totally 
corrupt? Dewey carries through 
with his logic by stating, “Any 
citizen who votes for the same 
reason is equally corrupt, because 
voting is an act of citizenship, a 
comment on the common good, 
not an act of personal 
acquisition.” 

It is probably as well that The 
United Methodist Church, in 
common with other mainline 
Protestant churches, does not 
endorse particular candidates for 
public office. After all, God seems 
to have blessed us each with 
diverse (and often, strongly held) 
political understandings. That 
does not absolve each of us from 
applying our profession of faith to 
our expression of citizenship. I 
become nervous when I hear 
someone ask the question, “What 
would Jesus do?” 

(Continued next page…) 



I find it is frustratingly 
simplistic at times. Now may be 
the time to ask though, as so 
much of our national religious- 
political discourse seems to be 
summed up in the joke, “I’m 
becoming concerned about my 
mother’s church. There the 
only reason Jesus turns the 
other cheek is to reach for 
another can of whoop-ass.” To 
employ the Disciplinary 
language - we must choose 
policies and programs we deem 
to be just and oppose policies 
and programs that we deem are 
unjust. This not only for 
ourselves, but for the world, 
and not measured by our own 
reckoning, but by the measure 
of our understanding of God’s 
will for the world. 
 
Jesus said, “From everyone to 
whom much has been given, 
much will be required; 
and from the one to whom 
much has been entrusted, even 
more will be demanded” 
(Luke 12:48). If we are anxious 
this election season it is likely 
because we realize we have 
been entrusted with much. 
 
So, for us, voting is a faithful 
action. Faithfulness requires us 
to work to preserve and 
enhance the fabric of the 
community in which we 
minister, and the world in 
which we live; to do that, we 
needn’t wait for November 4th. 
 
God’s blessing to all in the 
voting booth. 
 
Russell J. Atkinson 
      

Crafters & Fellowship 
Meetup 

 
   The Crafters gather in the Bohn 
Parlor on the third Thursday of 
the month.  Even if you do not 
have a craft or hobby project, you 
are welcome to come be with 
friends.  If you would like to 
learn how to knit or crochet, we 
can get you started.  If you have a 
skill you would like to share with 
us, please do so.  We come in the 
side door on School Lane at 1:00 
pm.  If you arrive after 1:10 pm, 
please ring the doorbell and wait 
a minute or two until we come 
down the stairs.  Come join us on 
November 20th! 
 
 
        

 
Bacon, Toast, and the 
Heavenly Host  
If you’ve got an appetite for the 
Word of God and a good 
breakfast, come on out to the 
Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. 
Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel 
Hill (just a short hop from the 
high school) the first Thursday 
of each month. Our next 
meeting is November 6, 
2025 at 9am.  Hope to see 
you there! 
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A monthly newletter for the 
membership of DHUMC. 

 
Administrative Assistant 
Editor & Circulation: 
Diane Volpe 
office@dhum.org/610-259-2104 
 
Submissions: 
Email Diane Volpe at 
office@dhum.org no later than the 
third Sunday of each month to have 
items included in the newsletter. 
 
Church Office: 
Pastor Russell Atkinson 
pastor@dhum.org 
Email/Phone: 
office@dhum.org/610-259-2104 

Tuesday Morning Faith 

Bible Study  
 
Why don’t you join us every 

Tuesday Morning for Bible Class? 

We are a group who gather to 

read and talk about 

Bible themes. We meet in person 

in the Church Office as well as 

online via ZOOM. You are very 

welcome to give it a try and, if you 

like what you see, please 

attend.   Important: you'll need 

a Bible. We'll begin at 

9:30am and finish a little before 

11am. The Zoom link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8145

8981321?pwd=SmFRQ0pLS21kU

mdhZHNRRnJmbnFyUT09 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81458981321?pwd=SmFRQ0pLS21kUmdhZHNRRnJmbnFyUT09


 

 
 Russell Atkinson, Pastor 

 

November 
Worship Services 

 

All Saints Day 
November 2, 2025 
Ephesians 1:11-23 
Luke 6:20-31 
“Choose Your Ground” 
 
Twenty-Second Sunday 
After Pentecost 
November 9, 2025 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 20:27-38 
“We Believe, Part 1” 
 
Twenty-Third Sunday 
After Pentecost 
November 16, 2025 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 20:27-38 
“We Believe, Part 2” 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
November 23, 2025 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Luke 23:33-43 
“Reigning Over Us 
 
First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 
Matthew 24:36-44 
“Dying in Fear, Living in 
Hope” 
 
 

 
Malcolm Scott reads from 

scripture. 

 

Lay Reader & 
Greeter 

Schedule for 
November 

           
Lay Reader 
  
2      Becky Harbison 
9      Cindy Carper 

16    Dave O’Connell 
23    Carol Martsolf 
30    Barbara Felton 
 

               

 
 
Greeter 
               
2     Nancy Agneta 
9     Helen Campbell 
16    Nancy Agneta 
23   Helen Campbell 
30   Malcolm Scott 
 

 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
                                                                                                            

 



      November Worship Notes 
   The End of the Beginning 

 
 

This year November is full of 
culminating celebrations. Our 
services begin with All Saints 
Sunday on November 2nd.  All 
Saints Day has many names; also 
known as All Hallows Day, the Feast 
of All Saints, the Feast of All 
Hallows, the Solemnity of All Saints, 
and Hallowmas. It is a Christian 
solemnity celebrated in honor of all 
the saints of the Church, whether 
they are known or unknown. We 
know our local saints – the ones 
we’ve toiled beside and worshipped 
with. We will remember them. 

 
On the 16th, the Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost, we’ll be reading 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 and Luke 21:5-19. The Thessalonians passage is popular among 
the “pull yourself up by your own boot straps crowd.” It is something of an outlier in 
the New Testament, but perhaps that handy corrective. Luke offers up “wars and 
rumors of wars.” The Gospel passage ends with the encouragement that “by your 
endurance you will gain your souls.” 
 
November 23rd, we’ll celebrate The Reign of Christ. This is the culmination of the 
Christian year as devised by the New Revised Common Lectionary. 
 
Then, suddenly at November’s end, we are brought to the beginning of a new 
church year; Advent starts on November 30th. We will leave behind Luke’s Gospel 
account, and begin a year of the Good News seen through Matthew’s perspective. The 
scriptures indicate that Luke was a physician and Matthew a tax collector – enjoy 
discerning a difference in each telling of the Gospel. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
THE NICENE CREED 

(A creed 1700 years old which attempts to make sense of our Trinity.) 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 

is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 



 

During November we will be celebrating an 
anniversary – this year is the 1700th anniversary of the 
Nicene Creed. This is also called the Creed of 
Constantinople, an is the defining statement of belief of 
Nicene Christianity and in those Christian 
denominations that adhere to it. The original Nicene 
Creed was first adopted at the First Council of Nicaea 
in 325. 
 
That is all well and good, but what does the Nicene 
Creed mean for us today? The purpose of a creed is to 
provide a doctrinal statement of correct belief among 
the faithful amid controversy. The creeds of 
Christianity have been drawn up at times of conflict 
about doctrine: acceptance or rejection of a creed 
served to distinguish believers and heretics, 
particularly, as far as the Nicene Creed is concerned, 
theadherents of Arianism. For that reason, a creed was 
called in Greek a σύμβολον, symbolon, which originally 
meant half of a broken object which, when fitted to the 

other half, verified the bearer’s identity. The Greek word passed through Latin symbolon 
into English “symbol”, which only later took on the meaning of an outward sign of 
something. 
 
The Nicene Creed was adopted to resolve the Arian controversy, whose leader, Arius, a 
clergyman of Alexandria, “objected to Alexander’s (the bishop of the time) apparent 
carelessness in blurring the distinction of nature between the Father and the Son by his 
emphasis on eternal generation”. Emperor Constantine called the Council at Nicaea to 
resolve the dispute in the church, which resulted from the widespread adoption of Arius’ 
teachings, which threatened to destabilize the entire Roman Empire. Following the 
formulation of the Nicene Creed, Arius’ teachings were henceforth marked as heresy. 
 
Arius’s Christology was a mixture of adoptionism and logos theology. His basic notion 
was that the Son came into being through the will of the Father; the Son, therefore, had a 
beginning. Although the Son was before all eternity, he was not eternal, and Father and 
Son were not of the same essence. In Jesus, who suffered pain and wept, the logos 
became human.  
 
According to Athanasius, God had to become human so that humans could become 
divine. Thus, at the heart of Athanasius’s Christology was a religious rather than a 
speculative concern. That led him to conclude that the divine nature in Jesus was 
identical to that of the Father and that Father and Son have the same substance. He 
insisted on the need for the Nicene homoousios to express the Son’s unity with the 
Father. 
 



Coffee Fellowship Time Photos by Helen Campbell 

  

 
Becky Harbison, Jane Todd, Barbara O’Connell   &           

                           Suzanne Huffnagle, Jane H. Marchesano, Dave O'Connell, David Bjorkgren, Ed Davis 
 
 

  
 

Antoine and Carline Janvier 
 
 

Join Us for Coffee and Conversation! 
Please stop by for our coffee, tea and conversation time after church service on Sundays.  

This is not only an opportunity for refreshment- it is a good time to say hello to visitors 

and find out a little about them, as well as greeting people you know. Feel free to take 

your cup outside as well.  This all happens at the back of our Sanctuary, where there is 

ample room to sit or stand and talk. Please do stop by and say hello to someone you 

would like to get to know better, even if you don't like coffee! 



A Visit from Ukrainian Church 
Congregants Story by Jane Todd 

 
On October 12th we welcomed three congregants from Saint Vladimir Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, located in Philadelphia. They were invited to speak at our church 
after St. Vladimir partnered with DHUMC two times over the past few years, making sure 
that the medical supplies and monetary gifts our congregation collected were passed on to 
the soldiers and citizens of Ukraine during this time of war. We asked if someone from 
the congregation at St. Vladimir's could come and talk about the importance of advocacy 
and material aid for the Ukrainian people. 
 
Andrew Passyn spoke during the church service about the continuing need for support for 
Ukraine, both material and spiritual. He stressed the need for prayers for the people who 
are experiencing ongoing hardships and will be looking at another difficult winter without 
heat as their electrical grids are once more being bombed by Russia. He talked about the 
churches being targeted, both Catholic and Protestant. 
 
Following the service, members of our congregation gathered at the back of the sanctuary 
to hear some personal stories and specific needs of families in Ukraine, shared by another 
congregant from St. Vladimir, Snizhana Korotinsky, who was there with her sister. She 
said there was a need for a specific family to be helped, a mother born without arms who 
is raising her children and could use some warm clothing, blankets and sheets as they 
prepare for another winter without much heat. We talked about how to respond, and 
anticipate collecting items for this family in the near future. Although a sobering 
experience, we appreciated the frank sharing of information by our guests and hope to 
continue partnering with the congregation of St Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
as we pray for and provide assistance to the people of Ukraine. 

                         
                         Snizhana Korotinsky, speaking about the needs of Ukrainian families 



     
 

          
        Barbara O'Connell, Snizhana Korotinsky,  
              Andrew Passyn, Snizhana's sister                                                                     Andrew Passyn 

 

                    
                                Andrew Passyn                                                                                        Snizhana Korotinsky  
 

 
Photos by Jane Todd, Helen Campbell, Dave O’Connell 



News Around Our Community 
 
Administrative Council Meeting 

 
The November meeting of the Drexel Hill 
UMC Administrative Council will take place 
on Monday, November 10, 2025.  This 
meeting, which begins at 7:00 p.m., will be 
conducted on Zoom.  Please be sure to check 
your email shortly before 7:00 for Pastor 
Atkinson’s invitation to log into the 
meeting.  If you aren’t a member of the 
Administrative Council but would like to sit 
in on the meeting, please contact the church 
office either by email at office@dhum.org or 
by phone at 610-259-2104 and ask for your 
name to be added to the Zoom log-on list. 

 
 

Upper Darby Food Bank    
 
by Charline Neigh 
   

The Food Bank will be closed on Election Day 
November 4th, Veterans Day November 11th 
and November 27th and November 28th for 
Thanksgiving. We don’t have turkeys to give 
out this year.   It is a difficult time for many.  
Food Stamps are declining and food prices 
continue to rise in the stores. We are still 
serving out the window. Three more non-
English speaking people have signed up this 
week. Thankfully we are still getting some 
fresh items from St. Joseph’s community garden and we bought more dried beans and 
pasta. Until next month. We are open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 10:00am 
– 12:00 pm. We are located at 7766 Wayne Avenue, Upper Darby. 

                                                      November 4, 2025 
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Nursery School News  
Photos and story by Denise McCarthy & Jennifer Ryan 

 

The children were busy in October with the color orange and making lots of fun and scary 
crafts. We had lots of Halloween fun with games, stories, and music. The Primos/Secane 
FireCompany visited our classrooms and taught us about smoke detectors, how to “stop, 
drop androll” and we went outside to see the fire truck. 
 
In November we are looking forward to Parent Visitation, Brown Day, learning about 
families,and our Thanksgiving Celebration. School will be closed Wednesday, 11/26 – 
Friday, 11/28 for Thanksgiving. 
 
We are looking forward to a visit from Mrs. Claus in December. 
 
We wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
     

 
   



 
 

NOVEMBER 
THANKSGIVING FOOD 
DRIVE  
 

 

 

 

 

In November we will be collecting gift cards for families in the Upper Darby School 

District.  We are asking for gift cards from local grocery stores (Acme, ShopRite and 

Giant) also Target and Walmart since they sell food as well. We are asking for the gift 

cards by November 16th to give the families plenty of time to shop for Thanks-

giving.  We hope to service 5 families as usual.  Thank you for any donation you can 

make.  

 

 

Heavy Psalm/Light Exercise and 
Fellowship Hour 

   

Join us every Tuesday at 11 am to 11:50 am where we will gather in the 
parking lot to hear a psalm and reflect on it briefly, and then engage in light 
exercise – walking the neighborhood. Please come and join us.   

 
 

                           
                                   November 4, 2025 

 



Another Successful Coats and Blanket Drive! 
Photos and Story by Helen Campbell  
 

Sunday, October 26th was a special day at our church.   Our generous church members 
donated 13 coats, 8 blankets and 8 hand knitted scarves.  Many of our neighbors will be 
warm because of our donations.   Pastor Atkinson blessed the items before they were 
delivered to the Life Center in Upper Darby. 
 

  
 

 



           

              Remember….. 

 
  

                              
                                                 

  
                                   November 2, 2025 

 
 
Happy Birthdays in November!  
 
 

Here are a few birthdays to celebrate in the month of 

November!  Please consider getting in touch with the 

following church members by regular mail or email to 

help them celebrate their special days. Let us know if your 

birthday is missing from our list by calling the church 

office or emailing Jane Todd at janedt@verizon.net.        
                        
 
 
 

11/25 - John Neigh                  11/20 - John Campbell 
3300 Darby Road Rd.             410 Alexander Avenue 
Apt. 7106                 Drexel Hill, PA  19026 
Haverford PA  19041   

                                                          jcneigh@verizon.net 
 


