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           Christmas Quick and Slow 
    Pastor’s Message 

For a thousand years in thy sight are 
but as yesterday when it is past, and 

as a watch in the night. 
Psalm 90:4 King James Bible 

 
A few years ago, I was with a 
group of clergy colleagues and 
one of them confided, “I hate 
the run up to Christmas.” For 
her, as it is for many of us, the 
preparation for Christmas can 
be a gauntlet of busyness. 
 

     Christmas gifts to buy, 
scores of Christmas cards to 
write, Christmas parcels to be 
posted, Christmas decorations 
to be arranged, a Christmas 
tree to find, drag home, and 
decorate . . . the run up to 
Christmas is not an unalloyed 
joy. Then there is the Christmas 
dinner to prepare, holiday visits 
to organize, and caroling . . . 
and Christmas parties to 
attend. 
 

 

  I can well understand; by the 
time she gets to Christmas she 
is exhausted and less than 
convinced that it has all been 
worthwhile. Perhaps she’s 
right. 
 
 Her challenge to us is probably 
to do less, to move slowly, to 
contemplate the important, to 
have a horizon that is further 
away than the next few weeks 
or hours. 
      
  Now some will be right to say, 
‘Slow down? Contemplate? At 
Christmas? All is calm, all is 
bright would be a fine thing. 
Where could we find the time? 
    
  It is at our greatest busyness 
that we are in our greatest need 
to learning how to move slowly. 
I found a prayer a few years ago 
that begins, ‘God of snails and 
tortoises, and of those things 
that move slowly in the world…’ 
 
     In the very core of our 
busyness, we need to be 
reminded that fulfilment is not 
to be found in frenetic activity. 
Rather, when we take time to 
move slowly, to savor God’s 
good creation, to create space 
for reflection, refreshment, and 
joy . . .  there fulfilment may be 
found. 
 

 
 
Unhurried God, 
 
teach me the art of moving     
slowly; 
 
free me from my guilt when my    
tasks are incomplete; 
 
and renew in me the joy of your 
salvation. Amen. 
  
Merry Christmas to you all! 
 
 

  
Peace, 

Russell J. Atkinson 
 

 

 



Coffee and 
Conversation  
Please stop by for our coffee, 

tea and conversation time after 

church service on Sundays.  

This is not only an opportunity 

for refreshment- it is a good 

time to say hello to visitors and 

find out a little about them, as 

well as greeting people you                         

know. Feel free to take your cup 

outside as well.  This all 

happens at the back of our 

Sanctuary, where there is 

ample room to sit or stand and 

talk. Please do stop by and say 

hello to someone you would 

like to get to know better, even 

if you don't like coffee! 

 
Heavy Psalm/Light 
Exercise and 
Fellowship Hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us every Tuesday at 11 
am to 11:50 am where we will 
gather in the parking lot to hear 
a psalm and reflect on it briefly, 
and then engage in light 
exercise – walking the 
neighborhood. Please come      
and join us.   

Hanging of the Greens 
 

         
 
December 14th will be the 
Hanging of the Greens in the 
church Sanctuary.  Everyone is 
invited to participate in 
decorating the tree and hanging 
the wreaths throughout the 
church.  Please check the 
upcoming church bulletin and 
the Friday Update for the exact 
time.  Come out and share in the 
holiday merriment! 
 

         
 
Bacon, Toast, and the 
Heavenly Host  
 
If you’ve got an appetite for the 
Word of God and a good 
breakfast, come on out to the 
Perkins Restaurant, 706 N. 
Lansdowne Avenue in Drexel 
Hill (just a short hop from the 
high school) the first Thursday 
of each month. Our next 
meeting is December 4, 
2025 at 9 am.  Hope to see 
you there! 
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Tuesday Morning Faith 

Bible Study  
 
Why don’t you join us every 

Tuesday Morning for Bible Class? 

We are a group who gather to 

read and talk about  

Bible themes. We meet in person 

in the Church Office as well as 

online via ZOOM. You are very 

welcome to give it a try and, if you 

like what you see, please 

attend.   Important: you'll need 

a Bible. We'll begin at 

9:30am and finish a little before 

11am. The Zoom link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8145

8981321?pwd=SmFRQ0pLS21kU

mdhZHNRRnJmbnFyUT09 
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 Russell Atkinson, Pastor 

 
 

December 
Worship Services 

 

Second Sunday of 
Advent 
December 7, 2025 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Matthew 3:1-12 
“Advent, Totally” 
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2025 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
“Unmet Expectations” 
 
Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 
December 21, 2025 
Isaiah 7:10-17 
Matthew 1:18-25 
“Signs” 

7:30pm Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
December 24, 2025 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-20 
“Christmas, the Great Good 
News” 
(Pre-service music will begin 
at approximately 7:10 pm.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
First Sunday of 
Christmastide 
December 28, 1925 
Matthew 2:13-23 
“A Little Christmas Story” 
Christmas Cowboy 
Breakfast! A more 
casual service. 
 
 

 

Lay Readers & 
Greeters 

Schedule for 
December 

 
Lay Readers 
 
7     Marion Mendimasa 
14   Malcolm Scott 

21   Barbara Felton 
28   Becky Harbison 
 
Greeters 
 
7      Carol Martsolf 
14    Malcolm Scott 
21    Carol Martsolf 
28   Barbara O’Connell 
 
 

 
          

 

             



      December Worship Notes 
To Bethlehem and To Kingdom Come 

                          
Almighty God, give us grace, that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor 
of light, now in this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now 
and ever.  Amen. 

From The First English Prayer Book, 1549 
 

  

     Though Christmas can be a troubling time 
to some, mostly, to use a familiar seasonal 
phrase, it reminds us of “comfort and joy.” 
Using many familiar characters and episodes 
Christmas tells the story of Jesus’ birth.  All 
the well-known Christmas scenes point us in 
the same beautiful direction.  We may 
surprise ourselves with how much of the 
scripture account we can recall word for 
word.  It is not at all by chance that we all 
seem to have vivid memories of Christmas; 
singing the carols, worshiping in the 
candlelight, and hearing that mystical 
passage, the prologue to the Gospel of John. 
 
      Advent is much more of a challenge and 
(perhaps I can begin an argument) is more 
important for us disciples. Firstly, Advent 
covers a wider scope. Advent celebrates 
Christ coming again at the close of the age, 
and it celebrates those events when the 
Christ continually comes; post-resurrection 
experiences, where two or three are 

gathered, and in the Lord's Supper. Advent illuminates for us that the time between 
incarnation and final coming is one of continual imminence. Christ is coming now; not 
only in the past or in the future!  
 
     This set of ideas can be illustrated for us by considering the squabble generations of 
scripture translators have over the Aramaic word maranatha (the word shows up in 1 
Corinthians 16:22).    To see the word’s double meaning depends on the division of the 
syllables: marana tha means “come, our Lord,” and maran atha means “our Lord has 
come.”  Examining the original texts does not conclusively show which way to split the 



word – much to the frustration of the literalists, the 
entertainment of the playful, and the benefit of the 
faith. The term was significant in early Christian 
spirituality and has meaning for many Christians 
today. 
 
     In O Come Emmanuel: Scripture Verses for Advent 
Worship, William Marshall states, “It is only because 
Christ is present with us now that we long and pray for 
his fuller manifestation.” Here Marshall has made 
a maranatha statement. Both are crucial to 
understanding the expectation and celebration of the 
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Seasons. 
 
     Again this year, the people of Drexel Hill United Methodist Church will celebrate the 
season with parties, presents, and meals. We will join with friends, believers and 
otherwise, in warmth and hospitality. We will also behold Maranatha: Come, our Lord. 
Our Lord has come. 
 
  

Zooming from Abington 
for Weekly Bible Study 
 

The Revs. Jack and Nancy Haigh Ross join the 
Tuesday morning Faith Bible Study every week at 
9:30 am on Zoom and participate in the lively 
discussion of the Scripture reading from their 
home in Abington. 
 
It doesn't matter how far away you are; Zoom 
brings us together each week for fellowship and 
reflection. Please join us! 
                                                                                          

 
The Zoom link is: 
       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81458981321?pwd=SmFRQ0pLS21kUmdhZHNRRnJmbnFyUT09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81458981321?pwd=SmFRQ0pLS21kUmdhZHNRRnJmbnFyUT09


 

News Around Our Community 
 

Christmas Poinsettias for the Altar 
 

We will be taking orders again this holiday for 
poinsettias to decorate the altar on December 
21st, through to Christmas Eve and December 
25th.  The poinsettias are from Taddeo's 
Greenhouse and Nursery in Havertown. Please 
fill out an order form that you will find in the 
upcoming bulletins on December 7th and 
December 14th.  You can also call the office to 
request a form. Last day to order will be 
December 14th.  The plants will still be 
$10.00 each.  Let’s fill our Sactuary with 
beautiful poinsettias this Christmas season!   
 

 
 

Upper Darby Food Bank    
 
by Charline Neigh 
   

 
The Food Bank will be closed from 
December 22nd to January 5th for the 
holiday. People have been so generous that 
our shelves, refrigerator and three freezers 
are full.  Plus, the floor and tables are 
overflowing!  We have had a lot of fresh 
produce donated and gift cards which we use 
to shop for items we need.  The need has 
increased and we’re spending a minimum of 
$1,000 a week to purchase food. We only had 
eight turkeys for Thanksgiving, so we called 
our large family regulars, to pick them up.  We hope we have more for Christmas.  The 
Quadrangle, where I now live have given us two large food donations and checks.  Hope 
the New Year will be better for all. We always appreciate our donations from DHUMC.   
 
Happy Holiday to all!! 
 



Nursery School News Story and Photo by Denise McCarthy & Jennifer Ryan 
 

In November we had “Parent Visitation Day”. 
The parents visited their child’s classroom, 
observed “circle time” and made a craft with 
their child. It was enjoyed by everyone! 
 
Our classrooms will be very busy in December 
making beautiful Christmas crafts and listening 
to Christmas stories and music. On December 
10th we are looking forward to “Teddy and Me 
and Mrs. Claus Makes 3”.  The children will 
come to school with their favorite teddy bear or 
stuffed animal. Mrs. Claus makes a special visit 
and the children will get a picture taken with her 
and be given a book.  In January we will start 
working on the alphabet and have some winter 
fun. 
 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year! 
 

              

 



Giving Envelopes Available 
 

 
 
The new year is coming and we will have numbered 
donation envelopes available to help make giving to 
DHUMC a lot easier.  If you are interested in receiving a 
box of envelopes, please let the church office know and 
we will get a box to you.  By using the envelopes you will 
be able to get an annual statement at the end of the year 
for tax purposes. 
 
 
 

 

DHUMC  
Together In The 
Word 
 

 
Please join us each Sunday before 
services for another edition of Together 
in the Word - 9:15 am in the Prayer 
Chapel.   
 

 
Crafters Fellowship Meetup by Barb O’Connell 

 
 
New Year, New Day!  
In January the crafters will begin meeting 
on the third Wednesday of the month.  We 
hope you will join us for fellowship as well 
as for making progress on whatever project 
inspires you.   We will not be meeting at 
church in December, so please put the date 
of Wednesday, January 14th on your 2026 
calendar.  And feel free to bring a friend! 

 



Outreach Committee News 

 

Holiday Gift Card Drive 
Photo and Story by Helen Campbell 
 
 

Thanksgiving Gift Cards 
Thank You! 
 
We adopted 5 families from the 
Upper Darby School District for 
Thanksgiving.  We collected 
$1,315 in gift cards:   
 
Family A received $250 to 
Target, Family B received $300 
to Giant. Family C received $265 
to ShopRite.  Families D and E 
each received $250 to Acme.  
 
Each family received at least 
$250 and only has to go to one 

store.  Wendy Elgart, the head of the Social Workers tells us that they choose families who 
have had a major challenge this year.  Everyone is extremely grateful for our help. Every 
year I am incredible astonished by your generosity.  Thank you!  
 
 
                               

 

 

The Christmas gift card drive is 
now on…!   
 
 
We will adopt five more families from the Upper 
Darby School District for Christmas. Again, the 
social workers who work in the schools will 
choose the families for us.  At Christmas we are 
looking to help the families with presents.  We are 
accepting gift cards from Target, Walmart, Kohls, Marshall, grocery stores, and any store 
where you would shop at Christmas.  Anything you can give will be appreciated.  Thank 
you so much for your generosity and love. The Gift cards will be due by December 14th. 
You can mail them to the church office or give them to Helen Campbell in church.  
 



Free Food for the Holidays- A DHUMC 
Curbside Food Mart Story and pictures by Jane Todd 

 
Thanks to some wonderful creative energy, lots of donations and many helping hands, 
DHUMC offered its first Curbside Food Giveaway on Sunday afternoon, November 23rd. 
All community members were welcome to come by and pick up food to help feed their 
families over the holidays. A steady stream of moms with children, single adults, a 
granddad and grandkids, all size families, stopped by and chose food for upcoming meals. 
This was a successful event, hopefully the first of other food giveaways in the coming year 
as we better understand the needs of our community. 

 

    

       
                                                                 DHUMC volunteers helping to distribute food. 

                                         

 



 
 
Holiday Thank You!  

 
 
 

 
 
From Reverend Nancy Haigh Ross:   
I've been meaning to send this email for a while. I have just been too occupied 
with medical issues.  I have loved my participation in many of the activities at 
Drexel Hill UMC. I have been made a part of the church family. I wish I could be more 
active but not being able to drive and the distance is a problem. My prayers and 
love are with everyone. And I keep meaning to tell Diane Volpe how much I enjoy 
her hard work on the newsletter. 
Blessings and chocolate! 
Nancy 
 
From Saint Vladimir Orthodox Church: 
Thank you for hosting myself and other members of Saint Vladimir Orthodox church of 
Philadelphia on Sunday, October 12th.  Your kindness and attentiveness were greatly 
appreciated.  We were honored to have been allowed to speak in your beautiful church 
edifice.  Please know that the $377 you congregation donated was received by the 
disabled mother Vera Omelchuk, and she was able to buy fuel for the upcoming winter 
for her family. 
Andrew Passyn 
 
From Emmaus Home 
We are very grateful for your kindly allowing us to use your parking lot that directly 
supports our dear core members who are at the core what we do!  Please know of our 
prayers and deep gratitude. 
Anne Leopold, Founder/CEO 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Collecting for Ukrainian 
Family Story and photo by Jane Todd 

 

When the three congregants from St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral spoke at our church in October, they 
mentioned a certain family in Ukraine who could really 
use some help staying warm this winter. A sign-up sheet 
was made available for our members to help provide 
blankets and sheets, pajamas, coats, hats and socks for 
this family of two women and two children. This 
collection of warm things will be picked up by one of St. 
Vladimir's members, Andrew Passeyn, and sent to 
Ukraine. Thank you to all who were able to help this 
family. 

 
 
Happy Birthdays in December!  

 
 

Here are a few birthdays to celebrate in the month of 

December!  Please consider getting in touch with the 

following church members by regular mail or email to 

help them celebrate their special days. Let us know if 

your birthday is missing from our list by calling the 

church office or emailing Jane Todd at 

janedt@verizon.net.        
                        
 
 
 

 

12/12 - Dick Harbison                    12/20 - Carol Hatten   
               363 Orchard Rd.                                           224 James Dr. 
               Springfield, PA 19064                                                            Havertown, PA  19083 
               rrharbison@verizon.net                                                         jimhatteniii@aol.com 
 

12/18 - Marion Mendimasa 
1600 Garrett Road 

F 310 
Upper Darby, PA  1982 
pahpininc@gmail.com 
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